
The path to your PhD

1 Welcome, contact a supervisor and 
submit your application

2 Join the UOC and draft your study 
and thesis plans

Year 1

From Year 2

3 Deposit your thesis

4Gain your PhD

R&I research.uoc.edu

Follow these steps to complete your doctoral studies at the UOC

The AC sends your thesis 
and CV to two anonymous 
reviewers

Choose a line 
of research

Contact a UOC 
faculty member

Sign the 
rights and 
responsibilitie
s agreement

Follow your 
research plan 
schedule

Sign up for the 
welcome and 
information 

service

The TSC drafts a 
thesis report

Each member signs 
the  special award 
recommendation

Finally, request your certificate from the University

You must defend 
your thesis before 
the panel

Your application is 
reviewed by the 
programme's academic 
committee (AC)

Submit your 
application: 

degree certificates, 
CV, project letter, 

achievements, 
etc.

If admitted, you are 
assigned a personal 
tutor and enrolled on 
the doctoral programme

Collect data and 
documentation
Assess the state of the art
Analyse
Write
Take part in academic 
activities
Justify your research's 
contribution
Review the literature 

Maintain frequent 
communication with 
your thesis 
supervisor(s). 
Co-supervisors can be 
from outside the UOC

The TSC and the AC 
at least once a year

The TSC reports 
to the AC at least 

once a year

Give peer-reviewed  
presentations at 
conferences 
Publish peer-reviewed 
articles in journals

  

Report to:

Submit 

You must:

Your thesis supervisor 
writes up:

Your 
thesis

CV, reports 
and activity 

report

Your 
thesis

CV, reports 
and activity 

report

A proposal for the 
thesis panel

It must approve your 
thesis and training 
process in order to 
authorize the deposit
It then makes a 
decision regarding the 
thesis panel

Once the proposed 
members are on 
board, the AC is 
notified

The panel 

Jointly signs the minutes 
of the defence

Each member signs 
the  cum laude 
recommendation

TSC AC

TSC AC

TSC

Set out a 
study plan 
with your tutor 

With your tutor, 
come up with:

From time to time, you may:

A research 
question

A proposal for your 
3-person thesis su-
pervisory commit-
tee (TSC) 
(1 member can be 
from outside the 
UOC)

A thesis plan 
abstract

A thesis plan

An ethics 
protocol

Take part in online or 
on-site doctoral 
programme seminars

Share the state of your 
research with other students, 
either in person or online

Attend online or on-site 
presentations by other 
students about their research

?

Begin your doc-
toral program-
me courses

Drafts a 
report on 
the thesis 

plan

AC Sends the 
thesis plan to an 

anonymous 
reviewer

Approves the 
thesis plan


